Tamil Verbs and its different
forms

e 6)| 60) 60T G GV & 1T (1) 55 611 60T 61 60) 5> 5 61T s

This documen t by is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 (CC-
BY BY) International License.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

The role of Tamil verbs

The verbs take on suffixes and change their form to explain the
gender/number/tense and mood of the action.

The mood is weather it is Indicative,Imperative or operative.

In the next slide we will look at the kinds of Tamil verbs

(1)
This worksheet by Vidya Mohan is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 (CC-BY) International License.




Types of Tamil verbs

Verbs
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1. Finite Verb - 91 6% 60T (LD (D M

The verb will be completed giving the action, the tense, the gender and
number.

9|6U60T QIF UG T6oT /Avan ceytan (He did )
This gives us the following information:
3leU60T - masculine, third person, singular,
Q&F UG ITeoT -past tense, (he did)

The finite verb is divided into two let us see this in the next two slides
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1.1Definite Verb @ & 11 51 6 6V 6] 60 60T (LD D M

These give us the subject, gender, tool, place, act, tense and object.

QEF6vall LML LD LG &&ITeT /Celvi patam patittal (selvi studied/read the lesson)
Subject: Selvi (6T female, singular tense marker name of female)

Tool: Eye (needed for reading traditionally)

Act: Read (LL9/pati)

Tense : Past (&[T tense marker)

Objective : Studying (reading)
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1.2 Indefinite verb & Ny LI L] &) 6m 60T (LD D M)

These do not show the tense it describes only the subject.

9|6U60T 2_LPEU60T (avan uzhavan) (He is a farmer)

|6ueor: Male singular

2 _LpaeoT = 2_Lpa)| (farming)+ eueot (male singular used to indicate profession)

The verb shows the moun as masculine. There is no other suffix attached showing that this
could he in all three tense. He was a farmer, he is a farmer and he will be a farmer.
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2. Non-Finite Verb 691 60)60TQ\ W & & LD

These verbs do not give us the complete meaning of the action clearly. There
is something that is left out and this is called “echam” er&& 10 in Tamil.

Q&FWGmeor - Finite (he did)
Q& WG - Non -Finite (did)

Here the first word gives us all the information but the second word is
incomplete. This is further divided into two kinds Adjectival and verbal
participles. Let us see that in the next slide.
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2.1 Adjectival Participle Q LW G T F&FLO

When an non-finite verb is followed by a noun that completes it becomes a
“peyarecham” QUWGE&FLD or Adjectival participle.

QFUWIS GlLIevor/seitha pen, Here we see that the verb is now complete.
Giving the meaning “The woman/girl that did it” .

This is further divided into Definite and Indefinite.
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2.1a Definite adjectival participle asnmeao auwarssin

When a non finite verb ends with a noun and it shows the tense it is called a
definite participle.

Q&F UG GLievor This same example we saw in the last slide,tells us that this is past
tense.

Q& -to do
& - past tense marker

@ LIeooT- Female (women/girl)



2.1b Indefinite adjectival participle My uUWATEsID

When the Non finite verb that is completed with a noun does not show us the
tense then itis a @MILIL QUUWQTF&FLD or Indefinite adjectival participle.

& W () azhakiya veedu/ beautiful house

Here we do not have tense shown. We assume this is for all the three tense.

(1)
This worksheet by Vidya Mohan is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution 4.0 (CC-BY) International License.




2.2. Verbal Participle 69 60 60T QWL & &F LD

When a nonfinite verb ends with another finite verb (auxiliary verb) it is called
a Verbal Participle or eflemeor@uig&&F 0. This second verb will complete the
first one and give all the meaning needed.

LIMJ& eUb&Imeor Paarka vandan, he came to see

This is again divided into two Definite and indefinite verbal participle.
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2.2a Definite Verbal Participle asnmene caimarawssin

When the verb that ends the non finite verb compleats it by showing the
tense/gender/number it is called a Definite Verbal Participle or Q&flmlensv
Qe 6T UEELD. The way the first verb ends indicated the tense for the
next verb to follow and complete it.

eUBH Sl Guimeormeor vandhu nindran (he came and stood)

Shows us the tense/gender and number and completes the meaning that this
phrase conveys.
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2.2b Indefinite Verbal Participle gmiiy eensr@ussin

When the added verb does not show the tense but gives us a meaning

through an attribute it is called a indefinite Verbal Participle 27 &nlLiL
aflemeTQ W EF & LD,

@LD6L6L BL S Meor mella nadanthan (He walked slowly)

Here it does not specify when he walked slowly.
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Affirmative and Negation

All of the Finite and Non finite verbs as well as the Adjectival participle and the
verbal participle can be a affirmative or a negation. The suffixes of negation

like + 948, + QLLDEV, +31,85, +&llevemev can be added to make them into
negation.
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Other suffixes a verb can take on

The Tamil verb takes on the following suffixes

1. Conditional - affirmative and negation
2. Immediate

3. Cohesiveness of fact

4, Concessiveness of supposition

In the mood form it can take on suffixes for

1. Imperative - Affirmative and negation
2. Permissive
3. Potential

The ending of these differ based on the number/gender/polite/impolite
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